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Sep. 2011- Jan. 2012 Highlights  
• Above normal temperatures with below normal 

precipitation were seen during fall and early winter. 
o Due to a stronger west to east jet stream with fewer midlatitude storms. 

• Most sites in western and central North Dakota are 

on pace for a: 
o Second warmest fall-winter daily maximum temperature 

o Top five warmest average daily temperature 





Data Used 
• Snowfall data were used to evaluate the snow 

deficit (through Jan.)for this snow season (Jul. 1 – 

Jun. 30) and winter (Dec. 1 – Feb. 29). 

• The following sites were evaluated: 
o Bismarck  

o Williston Area 

o Jamestown 

o Minot  

o Medora  

o Lake Metigoshe State Park  

o Bowman  
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Bismarck  

(Jan. 1886-Jan. 2012) 
Winter Snowfall 
(Dec. 1 – Feb. 28) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 2.8 1901 

2 5.3 2012 

3 5.8 1924 

4 6.2 1899 

5 6.7 1935 

6 6.8 1915 

7 7.4 1940 

8 7.6 1909 

9 7.7 1942 

10 7.8 1934 

Snow Season Snowfall  
(Jul. 1 – June 30) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 5.9 2012  

2 11.7 1981 

3 13.2 1903 

4 13.3 1915 

5 14.9 1895 

6 15.6 1925 

7 (tie) 18.7 1901 

18.7 1955 

9 18.9 1921 

10 19.0 2005 



Williston  

(Jun. 1894-Jan. 2012) 

Winter Snowfall 
(Dec. 1 – Feb. 28) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 1.9 1964 

2 2.5 2012 

3 4.5 1975 

4 6.0 1985 

5 6.5 1990 

6 7.5 1981 

7 8.0 1987 

8 8.5 1991 

9 (tie) 9.0 1970/73/92 

Snow Season Snowfall  
(Jul. 1 – June 30) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 7.6 1964 

2 8.0 2012 

3 13.0 1988 

4 15.0 1981 

5 15.5 1990 

6 15.6 1968 

7  16.5 1966 

8 17.0 1991 

9 18.0 1992 

10 18.3 2008 



Medora  
(Jul. 1948-Jan. 2012) 

Winter Snowfall 
(Dec. 1 – Feb. 28) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 4.8 1975 

2 5.0 1974 

3 5.3 1987 

4 5.4 1992 

5 6.3 2012 

6 6.9 1981 

7 7.0 2008 

8 7.5 1983 

9 8.0 1953 

10 9.5 1984 

Snow Season Snowfall  
(Jul. 1 – June 30) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 7.0 2012 

2 9.8 2008 

3 10.4 1981 

4 16.3 1962 

5 (tie) 17.5 1988 

17.5 1980 

7 (tie) 17.7 1974 

17.7 1964 

9 18.5 1992 

10 20.8 1990 



Bowman  

( Jan. 1915-Jan. 2012) 
Winter Snowfall 
(Dec. 1 – Feb. 28) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 0.0 1953 

2 0.8 1925 

3 1.1 1955 

4 1.3 1940 

5 3.9 1926 

6 4.4 1929 

7 (tie) 5.2 1934 

5.2 1924 

9 5.5 2005 

10 5.6 1965 

Snow Season Snowfall  
(Jul. 1 – June 30) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 0.5 1953 

2 5.9 1926 

3 6.5 1925 

4 7.0 2012 

5 7.4 1955 

6 10.6 1941 

7  11.2 1964 

8 11.8 1940 

9 12.4 1924 

10 13.5 1921 

**This winter ranks 13 with 6.2”** 



Minot  
(Jun. 1905-Jan. 2012) 

Winter Snowfall 
(Dec. 1 – Feb. 28) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 1.4 1931 

2 3.5 1928 

3 5.0 1937 

4 5.8 1945 

5 (tie) 5.9 1926 

5.9 1929 

7 (tie) 6.6 1914 

6.6 1988 

9 6.7 1909 

10 7.1 1915 

Snow Season Snowfall  
(Jul. 1 – June 30) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 6.7 1931 

2 11.6 1915 

3 11.7 1937 

4 12.6 1929 

5 12.9 1926 

6 14.0 1913 

7  14.1 1988 

8 14.8 2012 

9 15.5 1928 

10 16.1 1932 

**This winter ranks 13 with 7.8”** 



Lake Metigoshe State Park 
(Jul. 1932-Jan. 2012) 

Winter Snowfall 
(Dec. 1 – Feb. 28) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 5.0 1988 

2 10.4 2012 

3 11.3 2005 

4 13.3 1900 

5 14.2 2008 

6 17.8 2000 

7 18.2 2002 

8 19.2 2007 

9 19.7 2001 

10 20.6 1998 

Snow Season Snowfall  
(Jul. 1 – June 30) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 12.5 1988 

2 12.7 2012 

3 24.6 2008 

4 25.9 1998 

5 28.8 2005 

6 34.0 1989 

7 (tie) 35.0 2000 

35.0 1990 

9 39.0 2007 

10 40.3 1987 



Jamestown 
(Sep. 1895-Jan. 2012) 

Winter Snowfall 
(Dec. 1 – Feb. 28) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 1.2 1899 

2 2.8 1959 

3 3.0 1966 

4 3.4 1963 

5 3.8 1976 

6 4.1 2002 

7 4.2 1990 

8 5.7 1898 

9 6.4 2012 

10 7.0 1968 

Snow Season Snowfall  
(Jul. 1 – June 30) 

Rank 
Snowfall 
(Inches) 

Ending In 

1 2.8 1959 

2 4.0 1967 

3 6.4 2012 

4 7.1 1981 

5 8.0 1963 

6 8.8 1980 

7  10.4 1958 

8 12.4 1957 

9 12.8 1955 

10 13.0 1964 



Summary 
• The majority of locations in western and central 

North Dakota are on track for a top ten driest  

winter and snowfall season in regards to snowfall.  

• Most locations have received only 10-40% of normal 

snowfall for both the winter and snow season.  

 


